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Salman Baig

RIP Dr Hassan Sohaib Murad. He was rector of my university. It was my probably fifth semester
when | wrote a very angry mail to him. And he replied back to come to his office and meet him &
discuss issue with him. His office was situated around 10-15 km away from my campus.
Gharmeyoswagt internet nahihotatha so learned it only on reaching university. Zindagi me dosridafa
shave kerwayewoh b foot path per baithayhoyenayesey because jaibitna he afford kersakti

thee. Aurbarishaansey in k office phohanchgaya. Rector in a university is just as a prime minister in
a country. Khair he mentioned that | don't normally invite students in this way and normally forward
mail to concern department but | thought k mujhseymilnachaiye. Tab mujay idea
touhoogayathayehtou game ulti par gayehainaurmairishamaataanaywali hey. Khair with some anger
& love he mentioned to me that never ever write such a harsh mail to anyone. Though issue |
brought to him was a genuine one but could only had helped next batches but it was a life
remembering meeting.

Then | was in my second last semester & our campus temporarily shifted to place & he came for a
visit. | was upset over the absence of "kundi" in new washrooms. And he was moving with the dean.
It was like president & prime minister moving in a country. My friends pushed me to raise this
concern to them. Patanahimeyosswaqtapnayaapkokiasamajthatha and | went towards him. | still
remember each & every word. | said to him. Sir aapney new campus mey shift kia hey
yehbohatbehtar hey, class rooms, washrooms are all top notch but aikchotasamasla hey k boys
toilet meykundianahi hey aur management lagwa b nahirahi. Even koi anderjata hey touander ja
keronchabolnaperta hey k koi aa najaye. Literally dean face colour changed to red but that man with
in his all calm assured me of resolution. Kundiatouossi din lag gaye but | remembered that small
meeting for life time.

Third time 1 listened to his speech and wrote email to him that sir you used word "institute” in that
speech and thats not a correct use. He replied back that he will consult the webster. Anyways he
probably replied back after checking webster because webster do allow use in that context.

In short he was a great man. May Almighty help hereafter journey easy for him. In k
darjaatbulandfarmaye. Inkimagfiratfarmaye. Ameen
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Daughter of Syed Muhammad Belal, Zahra Belal's tribute

to her mamoo, Dr Hasan Sohaib Murad

Some losses seem to grow with time. That's the way | feel about my beloved Hasan Mamoo's
passing away. The more it sinks in, the more gaping seems the hole in my heart. | lay awake at 3
am, my heart heavy with grief and my mind reeling from my memories with him. To Allah we belong
and to Him is our return. While we fully accept and submit to His will, our hearts feel painfully
constricted at the thought of never seeing his beloved face and warm smile, of never hugging him
nor conversing with him or having my children know him. In every sense, | feel bereft of something
truly and irreplaceably precious.

| try to put together words to pay tribute to his person, life and accomplishments but everything
seems to fall short of adequacy. What words can do justice to a man so larger than ordinary life? A
man who raised multitudes of institutions from ashes, leaving behind a powerful legacy of schools,
colleges and universities. A man of faith and principle all the way; a man with a vision, a mission and
infinite innovative ideas. A man with boundless energy and stamina for hard work. A man who would
have achieved great success and wealth in any part of the world but who chose to return to Pakistan
after completing his education to build and strengthen institutions here. A man with a wealth of
knowledge encompassing a wide, wide range of fields. A man fortunate enough to see the fruits and
success of his hard work during his life.

Yet what truly made him a great person were the strengths of his character that have touched the
hearts and minds of scores of people, from all walks of life, be it family, friends, employees or his
personal attendants. Despite all his great success and intellect, he was the most approachable and
humble person ever. | can't recall ever seeing him angry or speak in a loud voice or even a harsh
tone. He had such a soft address, always interspersed with smiles, funny quirks and a twinkle in his
eyes. It was a treat to ask him questions or discuss a topic with him. | never found him indulging in
emotional rants or sweeping statements; his views were always measured and original, always
imparted in a self-assured and moderate manner, that probably came from his good breeding and
widespread knowledge and reading. Despite so many projects and activities going on, he was
always available to help people and would find ways to be considerate and caring. He had way of
rendering service to others in a self-depreciating way; in fact, expressions of gratitude used to make
him shy.

He was a very loving Mamoo who was always a part of our moments of happiness and sorrow. |
have a flash back of the time when | was a child and suffering from an earache during his visit. After
he left, we heard the door bell again- he had come back with some ear drops. | remember how in
one Ramadan, he had a session with my sisters and our cousins where we were quizzed and asked
to make speeches. In the end, he found something to appreciate and reward in each one of us. |
recall the time when | applied for the Fulbright scholarship on an impulse and had to quickly write my
essays. | wanted someone to give me feedback on my essays and | turned to him. He promptly
requested one of his faculty members to guide me and who gave me some very useful advice and
suggestions. Afterwards, the scholarship grant letter happened to come around the time of my nikah,
I remember him jokingly calling me a Full-bride.

He was full of goodness and hope at all times. in his memory and like him, | also find hope and
comfort in my faith in Allah who is All-Merciful, All-Wise and the best dispenser of affairs for His
creation. Particularly | take comfort in this verse of the Quran: "Wealth and children are an
adornment of the wordly life. But the enduring good deeds are better to your Lord for reward and
better for (one's) hope." (18:46) | know Hasan Mamoo amassed a wealth of good deeds. Be it
helping others or imparting knowledge in lectures halls or jumahkhutbah or standing up for tahujjud
to recite memorized Quran.



May Allah accept it all with his Fadl. May He grant his soul a beautiful welcome. May He grant him
the scent and breeze from jannah in his grave. May He put him in the company of the prophets and
the pious that he loved and followed in his life. May Quran be his luminous companion in the grave
as it was in his life, in his heart and memory. May He expand his grave and fill it with light. May Allah
grant his loved ones the patience to bear his passing in a way that earns His pleasure. May Allah
enable us to also do many good deeds that bring us all together again in jannah, the best place.

His janazah is on Sept 12, 5pm at UMT.
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